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Challenge
tosovereign o
Immunity
settled
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A Mableton woman whe planned
to challenge Cobb County’s use of
“'sovereign immunity” as a defense
in traffic accidents has agreed to ¢
settlement with the comty, her
attorney said Friday.

Michelle Rusin and he husband,
Sam, filed a lawsuit 2 ainst the
county last year in Cobb ! tate Court
after she was injured in a head-on
collision with a Cobb C: unty police
car on Nickajack Rcad a year
earlier. The Rusins were asking for
more than $1 million in damages.

Marietta lawyer Matt Flournoy
the plaintiff's attorney, wo:d nc'
disclose the amount of the seltle-

.ment other than to say the 2ounty,
along with Ms. Rusin’s inwurance
company, State Farm, made a
proposal and his client acce »ed.

“It was a comprorise,” e said.

The settlement will beco: 2e pub-

-lic once commissiohers .ave a
chance to review it. The Board of
Commissioners will still have to
approve the agreement,

County officials could not be
reached for comment Friday even-
ing.

Flournoy said as a part of the
settlement, the county has still not
admitted to being at fault in the
crash. Police reports cited the
officer with crossing the center line
and driving too fast for conditions.

Mrs. Rusin suffered a broken ley
and foot, chest injuries and had .0 go

reconstructive surge y on
her heel after the acc.dent,
Flourroy said. She was we .ring a
seat telt.

Wh le settling the claim out of
cour , Flournoy said his client still
plar.. to chal’enge the sovereign
im/wunity 12 v, which allows the
ccunty to operate its vehicles
wihout li#ility insurance,

Flourrcy said he and Mrs. Rusin
piar to meet with state Rep. Roy
Bemes, D-Mableton, to discuss
waat can be done in the Legislature
t» change the law. A meeting date
#ith Rep. Barnes has not been set.
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Heading: Police officer causes head on car collision/Serious Injuries/Sovereign Immunity

Type of Document: Article in the Marietta Daily Journal Newspaper

Date of Article 10-29-94

Description of Case:
 A Cobb County Police Officer was driving his Cobb Police to an car collision scene when he crossed the center line on a road and  hit our client's car on head. After an investigation by the Cobb STEP Unit, the officer was determined to be at fault. Our client suffered a broken leg and ankle. Her chest was injured also. Cobb County had no auto liability insurance to cover our clients injuries. We sued Cobb County to challenge sovereign immunity. We settled the case with Cobb County a few days before a scheduled hearing before the Cobb County Trial Judge.



