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Cabb County, Georgia

‘The kin

Cobb employing
immunity law to
fight wreck suit

. o - A3 she drove bome from work,
Mableton woman zaw p police car — with blue lights

ing ren sct — 008 ber way on
.NichjackRmdln'lou!hCobh.“'" A
“=But before she rould react, the cruiser bad

mdthecenterlinelnd_lh'uckharnhlclehudpn §i

seriously infuring her and totaling "her brand
Er= A, i

May 28,

that officer Aul Freeman, a
defendant i the pult, was at fagt.
“Thete 3 .. be was on my

ris nowhere 15 puf]
side of the road and then lt&uﬁm%und t!; said Ms,
usin, who was pregnant at irne of the crash,

However, quder the swemg: immanity claim,
Cobb atlorneys are asking 3 Cobb tate Court judge 1o
absolve the county of all ibility In the crash,
"The county fa essan xying, ‘even though
our employet is at fault and has burt mﬁﬂuhlw
citizen, we're not going to pay for j¢™ the
representing the Rusins, Marjetta Lawyer

Matt :
“This case shows that Cobb Count: government
has 00 auto Insurance on any of ity vebiéq."heuld.
“If they .are successil i invoking sovereign

‘Sovereign
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-“[The sovereign immunity taw) is

designed to protect the purse strings
* of the taxpayer," Gentry sald. '“The
county is not a deep pocket lor folks
to rome in and just walk off with a
bunch of money, "

Gentry confirmed that Cobb
doean’t have insurance on jts ve-
hicles, but Is self-insured under a
Hsk program which contains fundx
3¢t a8ide to go toward disputes whep
the county is deemed liable. He said
the fund also protects the county's
employeas,

Cobb had liability insuranca gnej|
1985, but the insurance Compan
cancelled the policy, Gentry said.
Genlry aaid county commissioners
solicited bidy from other insurance
companies, but recsived none.

Sovereign itnmunity, according to
Gentry, is a right that applies to alt
counties and cities in the state,
Governments can sl buy In-
surance.

The state of Georgia, under the
1991 Tort Claims Aet, doesn’t use
the sovereign . imunuzity claim in
tazed up to 3 million.

Flaumoy is scheduled to argue the
case Oct. 3t In front of State Court
Judge Robert McDutr,

A Xyearold

————

Sam and Michells Rusin look at photographg
taken of thelr Nissan Maxima following the 1992
accident A Cobb police crufser crossed the

min'le.mueﬂtyas a delense, we will haye no claim against
m."

Flournoy said hls clieqt suffered 2 broken leg ang
injuries to her chest ba wa?‘bqrn
major
comnplicztions, but now the parents xre se0ai
that the 2-year-old is pot learning to talk Lhal?‘weﬂffm

" Sovereign immunity, to Flournoy, is a
lawﬂntcanbelracedbacktnEu(hndlndmeam
“the king can do ho wrong The lawyer is boping the

—
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 conter line and hit Mrs. Rusin's car head-on, byt

the county Is using ‘soverslgn immuntty’ to fight
llje oupie's lawsyit sooking damages.

Ru§ins‘ case will do away with the county’s right to
claim  sovereign immunity, at least in traffie

accidents, .
Flournoy says because the county is responsible
lorﬂlelcﬁomufitsemployee. iuho?udhw to pay,

different pictyce, saying theel?z Is 2 valjdpadelense
Aginst all tort plaime .
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Heading: Police officer causes head on car collision/Serious Injuries/Sovereign Immunity

Type of Document: Article in the Marietta Daily Journal Newspaper

Date of Article 10-24-94

Description of Case:
 A Cobb County Police Officer was driving his Cobb Police to an car collision scene when he crossed the center line on a road and  hit our client's car on head. After an investigation by the Cobb STEP Unit the officer was determined to be at fault. Our client suffered a broken leg and ankle. Her chest was injured also. Cobb County had no auto liability insurance to cover our clients injuries. We sued Cobb County to challenge sovereign immunity. We settled the case with Cobb County a few days before a scheduled hearing before the Cobb County Trial Judge.


